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It seems like it's time to finally start using this thing... 
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Thank you to everyone who signed up for my previously non-existent newsletter! While 
I’m currently still on Twitter, the uncertainty of things makes it clear that having all of 


my eggs in one social media basket isn’t the best idea. 


I knew I should have been making more stupid TikToks. 


Thanks for reading MindEclipse! Subscribe for 
free to receive new posts and support my work. 


Anyway, if you don’t remember signing up for this or who I am, hello! I’m Jody Houser 
and I write a lot of comics! Sometimes superheroes (Amazing Spider-Man: Renew Your 
Vows, Mother Panic, Harley Quinn & Poison Ivy, Faith), but Im probably besst known for 
licensed books these days (Doctor Who, Star Wars, Stranger Things, Critical Role). I also 


play RPGs on the internet whenever I get the chance. 


This newsletter is still a work in progress... ’m hoping to send it a few times a month, 
likely when I have both news to share (book announcements, releases, con appearances, 
etc) and the energy. I plan to keep the newsletter itself completely free, but I will 
eventually have membership tiers for sharing writing, Q&As, shop discounts, and more. 


Those will be either here or on Ko-Fi. Maybe both! 


I’m going to leave comments open, so if there’s anything specific youd like to see in this 


newsletter, please let me know! 


THOUGHTS ABOUT THINGS 


First of all, if you live in the United States, please vote tomorrow. Tell everyone you know 
to vote tomorrow. Look for opportunities to phone bank or text bank to help get the vote 
out tomorrow. Things are looking very scary for a lot of people, with the push to roll 
back countless rights. For the sake of a democratic future, a sustainable future, and a 
survivable future, please vote for those who support progress instead of the resurrection 


of a past that favors only the smallest subset of everything this country is. 
With that out of the way, let’s talk about Twitter. 


Having done the math, I’ve spent 1/3 of my life as an active Twitter user (and 1/2 of my 
life active on social media in general). And Twitter has changed my life dramatically for 
the better in so many ways. My comic book career traces back to short stories I wrote 
for crowdfunded anthologies that I learned about on Twitter. I got certain comic gigs 
because the editors knew I was a fan from my tweets. The brevity of Twitter made mea 
stronger writer, especially in those early 140 days. I recently had my second anniversary 
with my boyfriend, whom I first met/connected with on Twitter. And the folks generous 
enough to tweet about their mental health journeys convinced me to seek out a therapist 


and the diagnoses I needed (it’s shocking I only confirmed I have ADHD a year ago). 


Beyond that, I’ve gotten to connect with so many amazing people. Fellow writers and 
creators. Fans. People that I’ma fan of. Writing careers are sometimes described as a 
self-imposed life sentence of solitary confinement, and Twitter has been essential in 


pushing back against that loneliness. Especially in the recent years of COVID. 


All that said, I know that my experience has been far more positive than most. Part of 
that is thanks to muting liberally and the filters that come with being verified. Most of it 


is really just luck. And as much of a net positive as it’s been for me, I certainly can’t 


claim the same for humanity as a whole. Disinformation, division, and hate have 


festered there and caused genuine harm. 


While I currently don’t have plans to leave Twitter or cancel my Twitter Blue 
subscription, it’s grown increasingly difficult to have faith in the stability of the 
platform. Thus, I’m shifting at least some of my attention to this newsletter and other 


online spaces. But I'll likely be on Twitter until the ship disappears beneath the waves. 


It’s the place I’ve built my biggest platform by far, and I'll keep being a positive voice on 


that platform as long as it remains viable. 


I’ve survived the loss of LiveJournal and AIM and MySpace (and Friendster I guess? I 
barely remember it) and I know I'll survive Twitter if it disappears. But not all of the 
connections and memories will survive, and that’s the part that’s just so damn depressing. 
Feeling just how ephemeral everything that we’ve been building for a decade plus 
actually is. Twitter should be better. It has been better. And I hope that somehow, 


someday, it has the chance to be better again, instead of flaming out. 


Jody Houser 
@Jody_Houser 


The thing that stresses me out about the potential 
collapse of Twitter (besides that it's my main professional 
outlet online and I've spent 1/3 of my life active here) is 
ADHD and object impermanence. 


There are SO many folks | ONLY talk to here. | worry I'll 
just... forget them. 


COMIC BOOK NEWS 


Out this week in comic shops (I think, release dates for comics are still a bit nebulous 
with the shipping delays) is Star Trek: Trill, an oversized one-shot that delves into Trill 
society via a new character, Vanah Lors. Vanah gave up her chance to become a host as a 
young woman, only to find herself in the position later in life—which tangles her up ina 
possible murder mystery! Written by me, art by Hendry Prasetya & Rafael Pérez 
Granados, colors by DC Alonso, letters by Neil Uyetake, edited by Heather Antos & 
Vanessa Real, and published by IDW Publishing. And here are our two covers, by 
Hendry Prasetya & DC Alonso, and Alexandra Beguez! 
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Out later in November is Frank Frazetta's Dawn Attack, the first of a five-issue series 
based on the famous Frazetta painting. I’ve been having a blast building out Dawn’s 
story with co-writer Eric Campbell, best known as a GM for Geek & Sundry and The 
Streampunks. Eric and I have wanted to write something together for a while, and since 
GMing RPGs requires a lot of world building, this seemed like a great project to utilize 


Eric’s experience in that area. It is his first comic, but hopefully not his last! 


While vve've past the cutoff for preorders for #1, you should still be able to order it 
through your local comic shop, although you might not have it in hand on release day. 
Frank Frazetta's Dawn Attack #1 is co-written by myself and Eric Campbell, art by Diego 
Yapur, edited by Denton Tipton, published by Opus Comics. The covers for the first 


issue are by Santi Casas, Frank Frazetta, Dan Panosian, and Dave Dorman. 
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OTHER NEWS 


I'll be spending as much of November as I can adding more books to my online shop. If 
you re looking to get some signed comics as holiday gifts, now is the time! I’ll be closing 
my shop in the first week of December for L.A. Comic Con, and I’m not sure I'll be 


reopening it before the new year. 


And yes, I should be tabling at L.A. Comic Con all weekend, December 2-4! I'll have a 


bunch of books for sale there as well. Table number and panel schedule are forthcoming. 


STUFF l'M ENJOYING 


Even though Halloween has passed us by and it’s now Mariah Carey season, I’ve still 

been in something of a horror mood. This has been a great year for horror, and I have a 
Twitter thread here about some of the stuff I’ve watched in the past couple months. I’ll 
likely keep adding to it for a bit—still need to see Smile and dig into Guillermo del Toro's 


Cabinet of Curiosities. 


I’ve also been continually impressed at just how damn good of a show Andor is. I think 
we all had high hopes for it, but it really is top-tier prestige TV in a way we generally 
don’t get to see in big franchises. If you haven't given it a shot yet, it’s well worth your 
time. And if you’re caught up on last week’s episode, this is a great little bit of analysis 


from the ever awesome Film Crit Hulk. 


Okay, I think that’s it for now. Until next time! Take care of yourselves and please vote 


to save democracy! 


Thanks for reading MindEclipse! Subscribe for 
free to receive new posts and support my work. 
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Sé Write a comment... 


Jose Marzan Jr. Writes Digital India Ink Nov 18,2022 ® Liked by Jody Houser 


I'm in! Good to see you here! | started my own Substack after neglecting my Wordpress 
website blog. It just became a place to promote new material, and then not even that. 
Hoping to stay consistent here on the Substack! 


Q LIKE (1) (2 REPLY 41, SHARE 


1 reply by Jody Houser 


Lauren McGillicuddy Nov 10,2022 W Liked by Jody Houser 


Hi, it's me, Lirazel. I've never once tweeted or booked my face... but I'm dozing over at 
Dreamwidth now, mostly so | don't lose my old LiveJournal convos. Nice of LinkedIn to tell 
me about this! 
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